“To learn, read … to understand, write … to improve, practice … to master, teach”
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Discovering Relational Wisdom
Six Skills that Improve 

Every Relationship in Life!



Personal Study Notes 

Lesson 1
Life Is All About Relationship

Student Information
Name: 

Email:

Mailing Address:

Date Course Started:

Date Course Completed:

Study Overview and Requirements
Welcome to the Discovering Relational Wisdom. We are glad that you are interested in improving your relational skills, and we look forward to working with you as you study God’s Word and learn how to practice these principles and share them with others. 
· Please save these study notes as a Word document in a folder on your own computer or smartphone and answer the questions using your computer or smartphone rather than writing information in by hand. You may cut and paste or type text directly into this document, which will expand as you proceed. 

· We encourage but do not require all students to answer at least half of the questions in each section of these Study Notes. If you choose to answer more questions, you will see greater improvement in your relational skills. 

· If you are taking this course for academic or continuing education credit, for RW coaching or as part of your training for certification as an RW Instructor or RW Coach, you are required to answer at least half of the questions in each section of this document and  submit a copy of your notes to your instructor or coach for evaluation at the end of the course.
· If you are taking this course with a group of friends or co-workers, you may print out a copy of your study notes and take them with you when your group meets to discuss what you are learning. 

· You may answer these questions with as much or as little detail as you choose. One or two sentences is fine, but if you like to write more, go for it! If you are taking the course as part of a study group, however, keeping your answers relatively concise will make it easier to share them with your group.

What Is Relational Wisdom?
Reflect and Apply 1a
1. Describe one or two insights about relationships you gained from this teaching.

2. Think of a challenging relationship in your life. How might it improve as you develop greater relational wisdom?

3. Think of a relationship you have personally observed where the people seem to be exceptionally close. What is it about those people that enables them to get along so well?
4. List the relationships God has entrusted to you as a steward, with the expectation that you will be a channel of his love into these people's lives and do all you can to bring them into his kingdom through the gospel.

RW in Action: Olivett Eagles

Reflect and Apply 1b
1. Describe one or two insights you gained from this teaching.

2. Recall a time when you were on the outside of a social group. What emotions did you experience? What did you wish someone would have done for you?
3. When you're around a person with a handicap like Keith's, are you inclined to keep your distance or engage that person? How would you like God to change this aspect of your character?
The Benefits of Relational Wisdom and Soft Skills Outshine Hard Skills 1c
Reflect and Apply
1. Describe one or two insights about relationships you gained from this teaching.

2. How do the three benefits of relational wisdom (stronger relationships, valued influence and compelling witness) build on one another?

3. Have you ever been part of a group or team where the relational skills of one or more people greatly improved or damaged the group's effectiveness? Describe the impact those people had on you and others.

4. Ken said that soft skills build “social capital” (bonds of loyalty, trust and mutual support). What are the similarities and differences between social capital and financial capital (the money you deposit in a bank)?

We Can Grow and Change!

Reflect and Apply 1d
1. Describe one or two insights about relationships you gained from this teaching.

2. How does God’s promise to transform us into the likeness of his Son (Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18) impact your attitude toward this course?

3. How can you fight the temptation to feel guilt or regret for not having learned God’s relational principles earlier in life?

4. Name two or more highly relational people you will seek to spend more time with in order to learn from their example.
Search the Scriptures

Reflect: Having read the supporting Scriptures for this lesson, how would you expand or elaborate on one or two of the key principles in this lesson? Feel free to refer to additional passages that support a particular principle. 
Digging Deeper

The following blog posts illustrate different ways to apply relational wisdom in daily life. We encourage you to read the posts that seem most relevant to your life at this time. If you are taking this course for credit or certification, you need to read at least half of these posts and answer the associated questions.

A Lost Baby, $200M Lawsuit and an Astonishing Reconciliation
No need to answer any questions on this one … just join us in praising God for the amazing things he did in this case!
Using Relational Wisdom for Evangelism
1. 
Is your church having a noticeable impact on your community? To put it more directly, if your church simply disappeared tomorrow, would anyone else in your community even realize you were gone?

2. What is your church’s current strategy for reaching out to engage unchurched people in your community and draw them to Christ? How well is that strategy working?

3. How might your church’s witness and impact be improved if you trained a number of people to teach relational wisdom the same way that David Mason has been doing?

The Two Treasures 

1. When you experience stress or disappointment, are you inclined to maintain a cheerful attitude or to grumble, whine or complain? For a more accurate answer to that question, ask those closest to you how they would honestly describe your response to difficulty.

2. If God was to remove from your life everything you’ve not thanked him for in the past month, what would you lose?

3. What are some things you failed to thank others for in the past week? Go and thank them today!

4. What characteristic will you ask God to help you change in order to make you a person others enjoy being around … both today and toward the end of your life?

RW in the Movies 

1. Name one or two of your favorite movies and briefly summarize them using the story elements described above (hero, desired goal, adversary, inner flaw, near failure, self-revelation, moral of the story)
2. Which of these elements do you see in the biblical narratives describing the life of Abraham? David? Esther? Peter?
3. Using the same elements, describe your own personal testimony of salvation.
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